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Failing Schools Bills Revised

After lengthy negotiation between the bill sponsors, AFT Michigan, the MEA, the AFL-CIO and other education
organizations, the House Education Committee approved “failing school” legislation (HB 4787 (H-1), HB 4788 (H-
3), and HB 4789).   This package of bills would target about 30-35 schools across the state that received scores of
30 percent or less proficiency for both math and ELA and failed to make AYP for four consecutive years. 

House Bill 4787 now contains the following provisions:

House Bill 4788 would restore three collective bargaining provisions lost in Public Act 112, 1994.
They are:  the first day of school; non-instructional services proposed for privatization; and
provisions for teachers taking a leave of absence to teach at a charter.   The bills also allow for
re-negotiation of work rules, building policies and progress benchmarks under the memorandum
of understanding. 

House Bill 4789would provide funding for “turnaround schools.”

House Bills 4787, 4788, and 4789 are currently awaiting action on the House floor.
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